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<Abstract>

An Introduction to Viethamese Folk Paintings

Byung Mo CHUNG
Professor, Gyeongju University

amkakhwa@naver.com

This paper offers a brief introduction to Vietnamese folk paintings.
The discussion compares Vietnamese folk paintings with the
Korean folk painting tradition. Among the main purposes of this
paper is the exploration of directions for future research on
Vietnamese folk paintings.

Vietnamese folk paintings, although extensively influenced by
their Chinese tradition of minjian nianhua (folk New Year
pictures), form an independent tradition, reflecting the local
lifestyle and religious practices of Vietnam. However, compared to
Korea or Japan, China remains the dominant source of influence
for Vietnamese folk paintings. They were either created using a
combination of painting and woodblock printing techniques,
which was also the case with minjian nianhua, or using multi-
color woodblock printing techniques. In cities like Hang Chong,
the combination of painting and woodblock printing techniques
was used mainly, following the customary practice in Yangliuging
in Tianjin, China, in which colors were added to the drawing
printed from the woodblock. Meanwhile, folk paintings produced
in rural areas such as Dong Ho are wholly color woodblock prints,
similar to minjian nianhua from Yangjiabu in Weifang. In Lang
Sinh, simple drawings, intended for casual purposes, were also
created using the combination of woodblock printing and
painting techniques. Folk paintings produced in cities and rural
areas were distinct from each other, not just in techniques, but

also in terms of style and theme.
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Vietnamese folk paintings show a certain degree of thematic
similarity with Joseon folk paintings. This is mainly due to the fact
that the two countries’ folk paintings developed and evolved in
parallel with their Chinese counterparts, minjian nianhua. Also
noteworthy is the fact that Vietnamese folk paintings, while they
share the simplicity and candidness of Joseon folk paintings, are
at the same time somewhat more decorative than the latter.

For best results, future research on Vietnamese folk paintings
should be conducted together with research on minjian nianhua.
Traditional pigments constitute an important area of research in
this field. Attention should be also paid to the religious paintings
of ethnic minorities in Vietnam, as they are discovered in the

future.

Key Words : Vietnamese Folk Paintings, Sinh Woodblock Prints,
Hang Chong Paintings, Dong Ho Woodblock Prints,
New Year Pictures
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Fhallojo] ERPolA Aolde Holm gle] i shelolze) 5}
SAITEE ThE0) 574 Lhno] ARahick. 2, Ajel|o) Zayein), 2
${Mopwa), 7}llH(Karenni) A 7} oj<of| tjsto] 71l (Karenbyu)
e} Be(Bwe), He(Brek)ye 5U7 hte] ofFo =, Hrkg o1
(Yinbaw), 7| %(Gheko)E: A &UR} o}& 0.2 st} ArshRict
(Taylor 1921).

o127 2lo]e] Efol 9lol4 SRS Zhell xjol7h sz o] i
Fhallofzze] dhttol £X71 gLom, Wby 11 7]9he FAa 4 9]
= A5} 7o) ZAfalA] 9] mhzolt). 712 FAlRE 2.7 woje}
2 a0)ut ARl Q)0 (Benedict 1972: 127), 1 0]Q] tjHEL &
3= —E'—@.ﬁ}ﬂ‘% TR Aot Aleke] W= Fst] 58k 4
A}, 12t o] 25t Aleht Aoke] g A o9 s

Zpo]7} el ZHil=o] ol ffE(Wa)olu 3=

(Chin)a Z-2- BF oA F U7t 8- 2ok = 17| wiize] o]

Z10] 7HIZL] AAE A AT 4= = 8bes FA] IR
ZH211995: 261).

Shallzo) sholziere] B oA uj9- ciopato] teeke) oj7S

b

oZiF

3 HOEE ANEZ 'O (Bama Kayin)'O|2} ASIHA "E2t7td(Talaing Kayin)'
EE 'BE7MY(Mon Kayin)C 2 EE2& #ED AHEstT QCHEIEH] 1995: 263).
Y HOEE2 ods2 30 2|2 & SZ0|E 0lg] 4 FE& A2z R0 T5L2
Z DO ME kKayany £22, EjR0|M = ‘THS(Padong) £22 HEEf

) e FH A= 19A1|7| 2 g=9 7|5u MUARSO0| 21 FH0{0f OjQkO}
=AE HEAFA BESAZl A2 0|A2 0[0] 1947|0f B2 7telS0| ojekat &
AIE 0|0] &1 QCH= AMAME o|O|SHCHEFEFAl 1995: 261).
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AL}, WILg{(Min Naung)ofl mh=H 71ll= 5HOI5E52 IS7= U 5

QLo BH9IEETe] B $Ho0|H T x| A9t gk} &

O[S} 9T 7IoREe] A O] B ofF TS o4 Bl
floms Fluze] s9lehe & 1374e] Sl F0= ek 9]
THMin Naung 2000:144). 12U} <3 [>o]|4] B vel Zo] 193193
3 AR 2T ATEAEAGN vhebd 7S] o9l

2 22 1670] 2 HER 1 ST TS sl B,

<H 1> 19314 QIRZTA0| [ME FHHIE 8YZEZ1} Q172~(Bennison 1933)

e 0 o
231 (Sgaw) 251,106 248,560
WL (Paku) 4377 4,243
ALt (Wewaw) - ;
T Y|Be} (Monepwa) 1,080 1,046
B9 (Bwe) 3,136 3,091
B2 (Brek) 3234 3,461
715 (Karenbyu) 7,797 7,502
B (Pwo) 236,103 237,617
QL (Mopwa) 2 -
TS (S 111,107 111,607
BT (78 8,409 8,076
o) . (Yinbaw) 1,472 1,450
A% (Gheko) 1,997 2,078
7}y (Karenni, Kayah) 14,742 16,814
Z}of|9) (Zqyein, Karennet) 2,008 1,729
g2} Z+etA] (Talaing-Kalas)i 45 28
T 7 22,466 24,560
A 669,081 671,985

B2 G AN 7S BRuPEolE B 7kK] 24 o] A7)

1 Felole] 2ol ofgt Aol 317] uh

Ho} & ARgSH A 4] 7l Q177 At alell A A2l =l9)

Aol 77541 gl 71 S

bol 2AFE ALAISHA] Qkgtek(Smith 1991 30). ALk 27| chef 7
A

R Afgere] bzl 49 vjol 5ot FARKL, 2
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2 Aol oAM= HupEake] Fho] F-3iskA] ot W =7t Hut
02 S5 JARHEPEA] 1995: 262). ER7E, P2 18261 1|k

d
—_

&Ft] X (yangthabo) ol A RS A A ste] of7})a} b Fert
u]Qka} SHE X9l wdt}o|(Taninthayi)E 3709 H—H(district)=
Shsto] ZF petuith Rk wpbAste] WSt skel=t
(Furnivall 1956: 36), o] GA] 22pF=of et FE7F 72 IE <
= Hef5o] o] Ao A QlH o] £4FEHES EF 7RIS
TAste] WSt th(Selected Correspondence 1929: 7). <3 >0 A
= ule} Zro] ‘u]E7 7}1dl(unspecified Karen)’ 2] 7 9-= ©FA] n|ok
o SRRA] ol AZBHE of2] ARERES AYSRE Ao 2
v, @elSe] FlEe) selton WAsE wete) A
(Talaing-Kalasiy ] 35 ©14] $] A17]0] wirio] EA1ol4] #5:a
BEE9 Hol} FRIZOR HES £ oz neld uxjgon
<19 1>9) Mo, SRS P WLISE 5 7k o aholIEke 7}
a1%0] wiFoll 4 oferslol BAH el FH4S BAslel AFo] U3
T, b o o ThlEo R HREy|S
9 o]gre] FARS Ui ot QAR R FalE sl olE R 2

U2 o5 Ao HBA] S5k A ZY= At

flo

s

olo} o] B4 Qlofo] Aolo] The 7o) 519155 K v

clapsta B3kt ol efet 7}l $59e) Lagho 2 ol ulekule)

= O ™

<12l 1> 25 AKShan)Fo| 4=
T 8 X|(Taunggy)o| s}
= eF oRlEe 25 &4
EXFAREL

0 x7|0js DSEFEHChief Commissionen)2| Of2Ho| 7o WYpoz LI
(Deputy Commissioner)g FUX|C O|Qk 0| A= AlDIX|3t 2| QUAE 1886 HFEH
DNSEFE2 FX|AHGovernon) £, FEHFE2 TR Commissionen) 2 2 S4L|QUCE
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UFEAFEA ] w2 ZRAZ 0] HA) It 421] GA] F54 2194
ol Al =2to] o x| 7} Qlrk. <3E 2>of 4] Hi= ket o] 19012 A2
02 10 dnkc} A3t n]gkte) QAR Aol oJahH 7HlES] Q1+t
T o} F58kaL S RIS 4 k. ol o] ARt
AR 27100 vkt ShE A X ] FERE 2|90z 1Hx] 9]
7RIS o]FA7]= S e, o] FAlol v]Qkut sHA| o2
ul= o] Adurkse] JEder dudss I olglon,
ol7]of|A] 715 e AAES W 7HIEE0] o]Fof AlNAHo] 51914
|2 31-85]7] A2 A (Cady 1958: 137-141) THFst 3§42 afje
o] At ko g w e 2xp o] Zlo] RO B FHAHEY T 4
Ado] st AAAR] G v|F AR Helrh ESE G AW
A= FPA =Y XRAE g AR - o] FA 3] viaf
5 AP A o8 FaARIE R FFIES ZIE 29
£E55 7]-88k= 59 S AldYsHE] ool = FAlel F578 A
/go] Blu|3d ofe} FZA TS| AN el W= A5l &
1A} s G o R v 0 ] A4l GRS AR FHE0
7R Ao siAEt o]t 7t QlagE A ol
A& o] 1943 e U20] 7 slofl A HAIE SlFtALe] ofshd 7}
Q0] F QI7} of 3unt W7hA] Z5-51HA] FTHSAS 1950: 29).

<H 2> 1901-1931 O|Qf0t ZHHIZO| I3l HBLZ Al(Bennison 1933)

5= 1901 1911 1921 1931

o)L 904,424 1,099,048 1,220,356 1,367,673

oAt gro] A3 o] Qlof Aol e SIS e] FEA G A
5] 4ol Lshoh ool ek,

7 1930CH A[BIX| DjQioe] LY 38372 SHYCHR 71US 1483, £15 868
W, FAIE 881, HOIE 4721 S0 2 LME|0| QQICHFurnivall 1956: 184). CHA|
Lef DI XK Q10| oF 10%S AHXISHD QUi FFAZ0| HH| ZCHO| o 40%E
Hstn Q= Ao|ck
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(Karen National Union, ©]3} KNU)Z} -2 AX|o| R o] & 7=
WESE FYE] glow o] 58] AHdt Ee] ZHIF 52 Ff 9
HA|Alof] e A A AJZFE 1T

7?@@‘%2§94 7]=0L0] o] A2 194]7] @] ARIA| AJuf o] %
JE5 ATIES 9] vlokl TR $Uele ATALSS) BE
& 5ol Gobyteh 19314 4% ATEAEAGA Liehke 259 5
BREZAA Uehs 7= aESe) u]g-8 1) 7] of 307
Ao gt o]50] S vlekul 55 ofel Fzsi] 7k}
QAT}. Qo Al 7S 1A QleAle] 35 WA oA A
8400 H e A 02 HRlth 1931d AR 7HIE2] Qe &3
1007 Hhof] —?34 160%+o] ot G55ttt ol dd-2 7Hls
o] Aol W] ofii

(o)}
M H
9] ?L*é%% 2ARE 7Sk AAISRT 28 o S5 AAA

Iy

=
4z
2
2
_\L
fm

(Keyes 1979: 20-21). 2 AEX 02 AR ETE A5 Q=2
AET BE 7o 7]=aeEo] oF 15-20AER A=A 9l
thMikael 2007: 228). 1950 ko)l = AA| 7H£9] En =9} 7| &0
E59| = 7k oF 1009 g} 229 g o 2 S=AFsEal Qlti(Boucaud,
A. and L. Boucaud 1988:46).

Tefut A RS0 YRS Al e 15 0] Fm QAL )
chopatt. A 71Ze] 70%2 AR5k gl 2 20
o AR Eo|u] IEE Wk, A1, BE} AE A0
AS wol owA| ﬁﬂiblﬂﬁﬁ%iﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁ
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GECR RN
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<13 2> goMo| HE
o2 B LS

http://www.karennirefugees.com

Fhet AER
oJarg 2 quémo} e JoﬁP%XF%E olrt.
=3 519 At 7kt <27 2504 BolEo] FRlnzo] A

7t Fu| e o] o3k A T P AsHA Wot
ARRERES G AlEshs ARoR, I o|% 7| Sueks F

59 Aol }E* LwTwl 195260 W] AL Blo] 25
42 7oHKayah) 2 W45 = shch

Tt 8 FHU S-S 5 o] 17K disEe] 4
Elo] Qlolth £ ol Fhaly o] A AL Rojs|a ARE
ohe A Rk AF0] TEE A THE 22 Aol ¥
#)(Durkheim)-&- Ao}, £3] 2218 7)ol 7ke] AE2 0] A}35]2] oo
B3 2, 3 Aee) A2t oy

[

o
o
RY
rr
oft
>
Lﬁi

= 2]

Alsto] oA AR A o2 3 E= A A 7HA TS Fall A 74E)
ql 0 7| 5= vhAlS 7323 Durkheim 1947:90). 711Z0] 20
ol gt oA A Y& ARTS T3l T4 AAE FA5tL 54
FE skt thA| T3] AREEn 2 0] 7iE2 AT S

5 195241 ¥18 WS So10f B5 AL 02 WMFSITA, RIS B IS
o WHTOI0l NjoF(Kayah State)S EISIIYLt FHHZS 150 ol=ut
SRl MZO| W2t 242t Wofo| HEOR PRS|E BCL WM AL JiHy
(Karen-pyi) 22 7t#IE (Karen-pyu) £, XAl SA12 FL3IL|(Karen-ni), ZAEM 242
7t Y (Kareen-net) 2 2 FLEE|0 U cho| 11 of|o|Ct Of7| A 7}t = AT =0}
WEDS XS AHo2 Y B2|YUEH 2Z|(ORiley)7t S AFRSH 20{0|0
(Brailey 1970: 38) Z2 2|0|Ql Ft:IE Q= 1 SFQ|RICH0| LR EICHENEAL 1995: 263).
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°Jazﬂ741€ AR Bt ASAE defelo] gl
52 Aloe] 249121 o] 5] 3

150] 224 GhE F o Aotk hooEmel

o 748kel X}919] ofajo] R

A sl S A S el 2

x4 /d xli

U
7<
Al
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= ESmEA=¥
1:!

%

r mlm

Foh= ool A 1|3 Ao B,

2.3. FAXG E 2R

dei=as

SEEEREERE

o Azl u§- Trepstet. <1 3504 Lehd uhel 2
2 vgkul 557 &2l ookt (Ayeyawaddy)

] — //54\_&
g

L]

%1040
L]

<12 3> ojerat 7=

SEEEE

Z=KX: Smith(1995: 224)0| £
= ENC TGV NFS PSR




ojetot FHellE(Karen) el SEFH Mol 28t AIEX 7 39

ERF AT} Aluh-e(Sittaung) 7, THE(Thanlwin)7d -, A'd
A, Z1E]aL m]Qbatel ej=r2) A Q] Akt AH 5 WA /&ZHO
o] ZEJhrh WML F2 iAo, 2352 ofjofeit) HeRT- o,
BY52 Aol #AF=3kaL lth(Benedict 1972: 127). ‘ﬂrﬂw ol
o= o, Fal, 245l 2 248g e s, A

=1
Rle] 53, AE 1@ 5 29 868 Aol Holek 531 245kl

ol

i

gds] 3 —Eri}zﬂ. AE= Zl‘/IJ— ‘thtﬂ(LeBar et al 1964: 58), ©|

27 ujio] o] Fo] Golsh gkt Al

oA thefRt A H el AFh= 7HSo] tigt 7152 o] AlRE
ol 1= ek AF)=(Symes) 2] T o=t AP 715 (Symes
1800)fl A= 7HlZol Tt vl AFAIS w82 HaL Qlek. =
O] =M= A2t S SR ol QuAbdS 17959 ¥
Hhg-gzo] YLl ojrziitel(Amarapura)] MBIl @ et
tlA] AlEls A Q19 FH-E-E S AT 9| SRR A
A 9 ZRFA0) AES AAISH| f1et HA og niQkto] Y=sto] A
AstEA 712351 Aolch 17953 24 21 AAELE Z4dtsto] 39 19
A gLl Eﬂokﬁ grutelt)(Hanthawaddy) & SSIH7E 522 &
ofel 5 27U Y= ofHEEtE FUSIYL:. AFYd=9] ZHlISe]
e 7lES étﬂr%ﬂdw FEoE Eolgka w A 1L Stofl AL

AAH 7= AE Hl R AR 20t (Vincenzo Sangermano)of| Al A]

FhalE-2 o] Uete] of ] 3, £3] Peto] Azt wm|ofo] Ak 9]
1, QFg0] Rol = B Ao 1ekol] gk, (A Zubi)of ofsi,
Fhal%0] uhe-L sluto] TEA R FA ] Qlol, B ATHS ujA|ste]

2 $EI: Yol AAE 97 AT B4 eferh (B AT 1

- O 1

l_‘
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2 vjujhe] AR ERE R A A5 Yure U Qo 1

T B ARES 0] oj7hel AFx| 2 951 9Jek. (Symes 1800: 207)

Rt ot 7RIS A v Qb =78 ol Al B o] ARt
Aot FERITE G4 RIA7] A ARG EEAlRR
=5 ol olloRul 7 ebA| S o) A S Tk A At e AE 2
=, ol HrHUpper Burma)ol] #5=5td Wul5a oA @5
o2 o]FsA whgo] 7HiES] H2R| Hof HislE A.07)7] A2
ok 7R s ofn| wiQke] mixa; 2l FHke
(1752-1885)9] J5 o] 51HE] ofoft] HERA[H O R o]Fao] o]t
o A&Fsl] ATHAdas 1974: 19). AulHE0] Fdro] A2 o]3:
npEe] o= Qlsf Aupa o 7S] e ke 2t
Al =L ofnf) o] HIES] ME AR Ao WA F 9
=8 di= "= 578& JolA ol sdt AR Heltk

7HI=2] ol2fel Bi=r A 29| o2 gkt =1 o] % &
2oz o]fofrh =2 ARIA] FAjof wel Wl S0 =1
OJ7} A= o] whE 7kl AR A 2Esky] 913 HAojA] 2
3 KNU= 19621 A9t ot g dotet vlei(Ne Win)<]
S o & vt R FHAIE okt m|kat F R
FARIRE SA2E @A AR KNUM O] 2 A= sl H2 71l
wsfrlEo] Bt vl ekt A H ) vlS(Mae Sot)) A o2 =
HEA HRUH o] A H2 <O 4>eF <9 5>004 & = o] A

o= 2L P UlSe] o] 22 9lu 9l Folth

Bt X

bl

)

o

")

9 D|ototet Ef=o] FAX|CHO| XIS D2 2EDH X[YH E4oz Qlgf 57t

q &4 i Oik2 ==t £3,
dAgse fd S o2 ZOA WX s OE S53 S42 XIUA =IRACk
Of==0f CHet X2 3 SAHE B{Z0l CHeE RiMiet Li&2 O|4=(2008: 118-125)5

A3 8 A



<02 4> 2PLS @1 Yk FHE WOl <3 5> 0FERR FEX|Cle| FRUE el
EX: http://www.tbbc.org D& =X http://www.tbbc.org)

S 1996 o] % m|QFf AP = ARl R R AR T

BIZE] AR S A o A7) AL Ayt i) ol el
a50] 744 0|5 BTk 20061 3 Sellgt oF 76.000%0]

AL, 11 FolA] 2 7HaF} ¥ 3(Bago) X %jo] A

3 A%Eo] Yk 0|72 YolHLHTBBC
2007). o] @7 A 0|5 1A% GRS B ALS B ol
525317 FARBPIE SHe 5 ulgkt o) AFSHE 7S Alnk olo]
2 2, AR 93, ©A0] R Bo Sulo] Qo we
o) 2 ek glk. olefsh QFARE ol glojA] FHiSe] E2)
Y olsshs e Extiele aaEo] B gk
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3.1. KNAQ| ZM HiZA

o Aol A A 7HA=0] W9l ul9- A 9okl 158 dst
SRt SUEE RABE Fo 2 torela B3kl ofe] AR
&5H(Marshall 1922; Hamilton 1976: Keyes 1977)0]| 4] YERS v} 2+
o] dojutf Z3H4] Sl A 7HllE-2 A &Jh= Hloll= w=1te] o A7}
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Bch o]ea A9 A B0 R Q3] ol nekke] AuEe o
22 o Ao /1S HER TAE ] glon] 24 W Fot Aus] 2o
KNU@} 7

8

S FYRE R B Ele] S Mgl o et
& ofmjsh= 397} ehriolet,

et} KNUSJ 74 9150] AR 7halEelx], 2] 252 ofd

SRS SAEQIA of] Bl A= =7t oJR|7} Qlek KNU9| #4lo]
2}l 8 4 9l ZHAIRIEE 3] (KNA, Karen National Association):=
1852d A22} F=-m]QhpA IR o] FA1E & 22| = ]t} o] F3I
L RIS dlof, B, SRS BEokT 24 7S 35013
AS mak BH o2 AYE A0, Palo] THAZY| RS o
rjo] AFRISelgle Ao SEH T Hitholo] AFois
FRalEe. o] 2]ofo] lokulol thRelA] MR 9 A2o] FET
oloiA] B Sle] QL wol ek AL sisaA et o]

2 37 7k 4 AAIRITEY 291 o] Ao RIEe AL 7]
20| 418 ¢PA3] HHE 717} Bj9iek. e wdtheli 9 e
QIFHEO] 18244 AR} AF-uekubAol 4 5e)ak o] Sap
o Ajojo o] gl @el Tel5o] B Gk wdriols A 7o)
7 (district) 2 S8 31 2t Fpubet Sgkrgto] whdw gl o]y
%5 Pl 5o] S Sol thate] obriel X A1E 20| Foka mE A}
P52 IS0 R FAFORN FARE AERH7IES] F4
o}, webq KNALS 380l Hadh welo] sz s 7Auol
& lolt. o5 FALO2 AXE KNAL :d e 3
I

LA QoI FHE-L sk %@3 %‘ﬂd@ Mfz»}(Cady 1958:
99; Baldwin 1949: 103), 1930t}] o]Z 7 Ao} R Bn}&o] WZZ0]
o] AmshEA Bele] g50] Falo] B R e &

AEAlHes g 7HiSe] 45, Z2 A7HIIE] ool ¢l
QA SR IS F54 BAKE zsl0] Aekels)y] Al
F 2719w ol G=rel ARIAulde] 7t BABIAL et F=2 &

= Z](divide and rule)’2H= Al 71X ul) Y22 B8 th=EE0) vulE

i

ol

mO"



ojetot FHlE(Karen) e SEFH Mol 2t AIEX 37 43

Ak} B] 2 e Este] BAohe A 4TS ERRe
2 Hjnl S A S A4 EE S Sohshs AR NS

dl 4217 el AFH o2 /]88 Yeto] skFolgick. o] 3L o]
o] 2R} AJgLAAe] FAIE o) F TS| FAE ol BX WAL
KNA®| 273} o] 7hllSo] T/ tiet ARIGER)E Bh= °] 2
T ARESAA oA v thA] el o)A ofnte g Ao
+ HuSe] e A W v XEiAIS-] FHlISo] ARl
YA ez Qs 15 ARl A o2 ARe]A Aokt
BAIA 0134%01 S|4 31, o)Al () 2 HulEE SASkE A
z SHEHA 50l ol u7liRt F=5o] opuzt wukEa)
= ﬁrﬁﬂoﬂ 0‘01*1 Sodt AHe FHolFE AldE Al = Ales
Heltk o]gk Ald2 Yol A4l Y] S54 AAdE ehdskal o<
+a18] BlaLA} = AFo| AFIHL R LS. of7]of B
2 wgrelE THeR vt s Aol thAsolE o2

=k 7RSO 2 FSHAES ASAH =M A wutEo] e
AL 2 ASEMEE sk A7 E -

KNAS] dAo g 71dZ9] o=t Alug)d AlFoke] &L t%:
GoI8IAAL, o] = }lste] ARIGF-o] HAR lste] A=l HiA|=
o] ANE HulEIe] SH 7} A A B HET] ARSI o] 2] m]Qk
th= Ao AAsHA] R derhe) Al 2l e S5 TARS
7F FAET] AREEAAL, Wuksa) SegEate] Bl ARIA] Al
£ ARHEA HAF i E A== A= A

—_

o

A

3.2. KNUQ| =xln} ZE== §ho|

w|gkate] £ o7 Rem 9l o] 715 %] A=
S sl gt A 7S A S wlekuke] Al RS
Aok MES] AT AAE A7 GAo) FEG S
vz} w2 3] eh(Panglong Agreement)!0)0f] 2Fod 22| 312] 9FQFI1(Smith
10 =g IHLEE S It FERE =2317| /5t OFS o] HO|Z AFE X
Xféi‘-f o|QFof E"—.‘?EWEOI 19473 220f WEX|A0A JHE[3 2 FO|Ct O]

SHWS FHOE OFZULS 2THO| XF 6182 S ALNES MYsIRIA
Clfdt ZEYEI2 MENoE SHetnit ohyct

et
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1994: 44) A|FOJS] TAL $I3t 417 7R}
o] 749 ARIAH 7158 TR G 24 TS wk ofLel,
7RIS QlE o WA Y] AR AR aEsiE
AAA o= PHE7] of 2 Zlo| AThEPEA] 1
7HIESS A 2fRt vhE 7RIS 7RIS} o] Ereof A1
WAL, AFA ] 5407 Qlste] 7HllEo] F54] o)4]o] &
sto] AASS ehshA] 2t A9t diFteln, FuAo
THl Be BT} A olehs HollA =A| SAS2] 7]5a 71
Zo AR 4= Q= oo R EA] 3l Aol o] 2% 2 A
S UAPE 7= B RE Q] KNUS| 2733 o] of Hidlistod 7%
dA”7|74(Karen Youth Organization)7} o}g-AF Ato| 5= AFPEL
of FFet Ao A 2ok = Sl

7HIIZ0] 8 517F JolE oA ]A] Qb= A=l o|=At WgsEe] 4
I7F e 7] 0]71Q1 1947 2 SUof| 7HllS A A E-2 drof| 1o
AR ZHRIE0] Y2 F g2 S KNUS 245k, 20 o
o2 2:HR9-X|(Saw Ba U Gyi)! D& AE30it. 2HReAl= Al £
&, dEe] vl A, 7 571, 7RIS A2 21 A 2=
KNU9| 4t} 42|02 WA-p-aL m]Qhaf AR ol tisf 7477t 27
= F15k3th(Keenan 2008). ofofl -2 3ff 7= <1E 6>0f| A Ho]
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<Abstract>

A Preliminary Study on the Ethnic Identities
of the Karen People in Myanmar

In Ah KIM
Lecturer, Department of Myanmar Studies,
Pusan University of Foreign Studies

inakim71@gmail.com

The diversity of Southeast Asia can be also represented at the
tremendous number of ethnic groups residing throughout its
various regions even beyond national boundaries. What does it
mean by the composite of numerous peoples? It has triggered a
lot of problems in a nation or overall Southeast Asia. Among
them, the most serious one seems to be ethnic conflicts having
damaged national integration and caused political, economical,
and social instability.

In that respect, Karen people have been a minority group
situated in the most chronic dispute in Myanmar. Since 1947
some of the Karen equipped with armed forces have been
fighting against the military government currently ruling
Myanmar. As the result, the refugees over 200,000 population
had moved to the mountain camps located at neighboring
Thailand, attracting a lot of attention throughout international
societies.

According to 1931 census by British colonial government, the
Karen have the greatest numbers in population as minority and
include 16 subgroups including Karenni(Kayah) and Pa-O
seemingly excluded from its category in contemporary point of
view. It means that Karen people should not be regarded as an
ethnic group, and in fact do not show a homogeneous identity

under the title of Karen. Given the situation, we need to reconsider
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the category of Karen. What does the Karen mean in a real
sense?

Previous studies on the Karen had been performed mainly by
anthropologists or missionaries such as Marshall(1922), Hamilton
(1976), Hanson Tadaw(1959), Smeaton(1920), Keyes(1979), Hayami
(1992; 2004), etc. Most of them examined the Karen as a group
and ignored the possibilities of representing the divergent
identities vis-a-vis their subgroups. Therefore, they have focused
on the myth to convert Karen people to Christianity, although the
Christian Karens are less than 20% of total population. As a result,
I argue that they would fail to define the real meaning of Karen.
It has been caused us to recognize the Karen as a meaningless
total entity to be accepted by all means. According to their
arguments, the difference among Karen's subgroups is just dealt
with the trivial matters that do not affect the ethnic boundary
itself, still maintaining the ethnic identity as Karen. As we shall see
on this thesis, this is never the case.

My thesis aims at uncovering and scrutinizing the real meaning
of the category of Karen. For the purpose of it, I will consider
Karen people as a linguistic group from the beginning as shown
in 1931 census. I argue that the Karen have been affected or
exposed by various conditions or environments throughout the
harsh history having happened on the areas of current Myanmar

and Thailand, leading the vicissitudes of their ethnic identities.

Key Words : Karen, Kayin, Ethnicity, Ethnic Identity, KNU
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<Abstract>

Traditional Culture Features in the Constitutions of

Vietham, Cambodia, and Thailand

Hee Ryang RA
Assistant Professor, Pusan University of Foreign Studies

heeryang@pufs.ac.kr

In this paper, we examine the traditional culture features of
Vietnam, Cambodia, and Thailand and above this we try to find
out the evidences that traditional culture features are shown up
through the Constitutions of three countries. First, for Vietnam,
unlike the other two countries, we could find out the traditional
culture feature of strong resistance and struggle against the
foreign powers like China throughout the history. Also, the loyalty
for the community and country could be added as the traditional
culture features as well. In contrast, for Cambodia and Thailand,
we could see other aspects of traditional culture features, such as
the promotion and protection of Buddhism, historically sustained
Kingship and respect for the King, the opportunistic foreign policy
for the foreign powers to national survive. Furthermore, we could
find out the evidences that these traditional culture features are
shown implicitly or explicitly in the Constitutions of the three
countries in all. Although three countries have different historical
backgrounds, experiences, cultures, and value systems, we could
see that the Constitution of the three countries show that the
traditional culture features are vigorously alive in it. Thus, we can
say that this proves that the flow of traditional culture features
are not easily changed or stopped by an era or ideology and still
alive in the heart of the people.

Key Words : Traditional Culture Features, Constitution, Buddhism,

Kingship, Vietnam, Cambodia, Thailand
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Perceptions and Practice on the Buildings of

Defensive Barriers

: A Study of Belief Systems in
Ancient Cities of Myanmar

Nanda Hmun*

Introduction

Defensive barriers meant not only tangible barriers to protect and
prevent from enemies like invaders or intruders but also intangible
barriers for preventing from outside attacks which have been more
related to the religion and beliefs, spirituals, and traditional
arrangements. Looking back to its retrospective of how capitals of
Kingdoms in Myanmar and their locations were chosen, it is obvious
that all royal capital cities were built far from the sea except Bago, an
ancient city near Yangon. It can also be assumed that Myanmar can be
regarded as “land power state” under the various kings in the past
(Thin Kyi 1959, 143-145). On the other hand, buildings of city wall,
city gates, stockades, forts and fortresses during the reigns of
respective Myanmar kings played a very important role for not only
the defensive as barriers but also beliefs on certain traditional

arrangements purpose to spiritual world in history of Myanmar.

* Director General, Department of Historical Research, Ministry of Culture, Myanmar.
nandahmun21683@gmail.com
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This paper attempts the study of traditional beliefs on the defensive
barrier buildings in ancient cities of Myanmar. This paper also gives an
account of the mixture of belief and defence purposes based on
excavated cultural evidences from those historic landscapes and the
remaining immovable heritage. Throughout the high civilizations, the
buildings of Pyu city-states, Beitkthano, Thayehkitaya (Srikshetra) and
Ha Lin, and in the successive historical eras, the practice of mentioned

process had been taken into account.

Auspicious Ground

The findings from those excavations have also proven the
perceptions of Myanmar mingled in the defensive ideas. They were
believed in “Auspicious Ground” on which one treads to ensure victory
or success and the worshipping of “Spirits or Gods for warriors” who
were famous for giving the mighty strength and mustered up courage.
That is why before they tried to conquer and occupied a territory or on
their march to battle, not only the practice of worshipping and making
a solemn wish but also the pagoda or temple or the specific place
where they stopped to worship on their way to the battle-ground,
played very important and they were demarcated as “Auspicious
Ground” for the generation.

Myanmar kings, traditionally, also believed in those interpretations
of omens, presages, reciting incantations and astrology not to
encounter with any disturbances or failures and to conquer and
overcome battles and any disturbances (Khin Hla Han 2006, 111).
They were also very aware of asking to arrange cabalistic square and
inscribe cabalistic signs in a grid pattern for the specific purposes. The
arrangements made for the city or the state to be secure and safe, can

be found from those historical sites after excavations.
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In Pyu Period (AD 1-10 Century), the building of fort near the
Palace can be noted as the mixture of belief and defence purposes. Pyu
can be regarded as high civilized society in many ways: their strategic
outlook and arrangement for defense are remarkable. In Thayehkitaya
(AD 4-10 Century), an ancient Pyu city near Payay, the security and
the defense was taken into account and built the fort and also built
pagodas at the corners of the city for religious buildings cum security
outposts. The account on findings of stone slabs being inscribed with
Buddha’s Suttans in Pali at each city-gates are evidences of beliefs and
practice of early people in Myanmar (Sein Maung Oo 1968, 178).
More details of Thayehkitaya and the reputation of Pyu can also testify
that Pyu were the people of high civilization and those practice of
Buddhism and utensils of Pyu were also main pillars of socio-
economic life of Pyu Period.

From the “Shwe Tagar” or Golden city-gate at the west of
Thayehkitaya, the excavated stone slabs being inscribed with Mora
Sutta and Mangala Sutta in Pali; from another city-gate at the north
east, found stone pillar with Yadana Sutta inscribed in Pali, and also
from the city-gate of Nagatunt at the north-west (Sein Maung Oo 1968,
198). The tradition of inscribing the Sutta in Pali on the stone slabs
placed at the inside and outside of city-gates was aimed to prevent
from enemies and evils.

Another objects found from those city-gates are miscellany of iron
nails, screws and rivets, and iron rods. They were found from the
bottom of outer and inner parts of city-walls, tips of the eastern city
walls, from the corner of the royal palace ground and in the burial urns.
This kind of practice was carried out during the Pyu Period and those
ancient Pyu cities had characteristics (Ba Shin 1966, 167). The
objectives of laying those things were to avoid the attacks by the evils
from outside and to protect from the enemies. Traditionally, iron has

been regarded as a strong element because of its hardness; it plays a
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very important role as an object used as resistance and protection.
Even in present time, it is still remained as means of protection in
some rural areas. That is why most pregnant women in the villages are
asked to carry along safety pin or put a needle in the hair when they go
out at dusk.

The remains of stone statues likely to be used as city-guards were
found in front of the city-gate of Beikthano (AD 1-5 Century), an
ancient city near Taungdwingyi. They were scattered in the ground
when they were excavated. It is assumed that the attacks of enemies
during the fall of the city might have destroyed them. This is also
another obvious findings which related to the perceptions of ancient
people on this land were accustomed with keeping the objects and
written forms of Buddha’s Sutta to prevent from undesirable things
and evil attacks (Sein Maung Oo 1968, 186-196). According to those
evidences, it is assumed that Myanmar people were religious and they
were aware of prevention and they were people of high strategic
thinking and arrangement for security has been regarded as
remarkable. These two characteristics have been mixed. The evidences
of the mixture of religion and defense purposes can be seen not only in
Pyu period but those successive historical periods. Keeping the statues
of doorkeepers can also be found in Thayehkitaya. In Konbaung Period
(1752-1885), the last dynasty of Myanmar, in Mandalay Mya Nan San
Kyaw Palace, the means of protection were arranged in traditional

ways (Khin Hla Han 2006, 106).

Spiritual Culture in the Building of Ancient Cities in Myanmar

The building of capital city was always entwined with the

construction of pagoda built at forepart or corner of the city, stupa built

on sand bank which were intended for both religion and outposts for
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defense. Therefore in Bagan Period (AD 11-13 Century), most high
rising pagodas and temples were built near to the river bank outside of
the city wall. The Shwezigon pagoda was built on the high ground and
near the Ayeyarwady River. Similarly, Lawka Nanda Zedi, Bu Paya
were built on the bank of river Ayeyarwady.

The continuous explorations and excavations works on city-walls,
city-gates and related materials and stone slabs, demonstrate both
material culture and spiritual culture of ancient Pyu. The massive walls
and gates also offer a viable indicator of a centrally organized social
hierarchy, capable of mustering labor to construct and maintain those
fortifications (Moore 2004, 129-131). As most chronicles, U Kala’s
Great Chronicle (1724), Hmannan Chronicle (Glass Palace Chronicle)
(1829) and Konbaungset Mahayazawindawgyi (1905), display a very
different perception about the relevant time, some were remained as
oral history and the assumptions have to be added as they encompass a
number of dynasties, localized accounts and mysterious beliefs. The
sources are diverse often scattered.

The city-gates in which statues of celestial or spiritual beings have
being put are also seen as symbols of ancient cities in Bagan and
successive periods. They are also often discussed or made research as a
sequence of capitals of a single kingdom and those traditional
arrangements related to religion and defense have never been
highlighted. To prevent from invaders and intruders, such belief and
arrangements undertaken might be varied from one kingdom to another
but the perceptions behind and the assistance of Astrology and
calculations with planets have been remained. As it is believed, most
of the arrangements have been based on the superimposition of the
solar system that can affect one’s horoscope and his faith or the faith of
the country.

Another significant fact pointed out by Than Tun is that — pagodas
of bulbous type like Bupaya and Nga Kywe Nadaung are, we believe
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of Pyu origin. Prototype of Bagan cetiya and guha are found in
Thayehkitaya (Than Tun 2005 b, 202-207). Apart from the finals or
topmost part of religious monuments, which are invariably modern.
Bupaya ceti, Nga Gywe Nadaung ceti and even Lokananda ceti
founded by King Aniruddha (AD 1044-1077) look very much similar
in appearance to Pyu ceti type such as Baw Baw, Payagyi and Payama.
Aniruddha was the first historic Myanmar king who built a kingdom
almost similar in size and area to that of the Pyu Kingdom.

In connection with the obeisance of Nats means devas or celestial
beings also can be noted as different Nats were worshipped for
different purposes respectively; e.g. Brahma which has four heads was
worshipped for asking assistance to complete the development process
of the country and welfare of the people; Visnu for the administration
to be fair and just; and Siva which was the prior one always being
worshipped before the kings or warriors went to battlefields. Hall
stated that religious remains show both forms of Buddhism;
Mahayanism and Hterawadaism, together with Vishnu worship (Hall

1950, 7-13). There are large stone Buddhist sculptures in relief in the

Figure 1. Vishnu at Nathlaung
Kyaung, Bagan. Sources: All
photos here taken by the author.
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Gupta style, bronze statuettes of Avalokitesvara, one of the three chief
Mahayanist Boddhisattvas, and so many stone sculptures of Vishnu
that the city was sometimes referred to as ’Vishnu City”.

With the emergence of primitive economy to feudal economy, the
life styles and social patterns changes changed to feudal lords and serf
society. Since then, there were sea ports, wharfs and harbors were
established in Myanmar riverside. The trade with India became more
extensively done and especially with the southern India. Since the
emergence of socio-economic changes took place, the penetration of
religious faith also existed. The early ideology and belief was
Brahmana followed by Mahayana, Hterawada, which were emerged
and accepted (Hla Pe 1962, 39). The influence and dissemination of
Hindu and Buddhist polities reached to the Southeast Asian countries
including Myanmar which made the emergence of building the city
states in the early historic periods. And Tambiah noted the religion of

Southeast Asia in his work as follow.

Figure 2. Brick image of the standing Figure 3. Shiva being displayed at Bagan
four-armed Vishnu at Nathlaung Kyaung, Archeological Muaseum
Bagan



76 SRALHRO| M2H HM2E

“World Conqueror and World Denouncer” stated that “The
Buddhists and Hindu polities of Southeast Asia were modeled on
cosmological motions and basis of parallelism between the
supra-human macro-cosmos and micro-cosmos. The Kingdom was
miniature representation of the cosmo, with the palace in the centre
being iconic of Mount Meru, the pillar of the universe and the King,
his princes and ruling chiefs representing the hierarchy in Tavatimsa
Heaven- Indira, the four Lokapalas and 28 subordinate Devas”
(Tambiah 1978, 109).

Fundamentally, this mixture of beliefs and religions led to establish
the kingdoms throughout Myanmar and their walled palace grounds.
According to those entwined belief and religion, the royal palaces of
Mon like Thaton, Bago which were built near the Gulf of Martaban,
Danyawaddy and Vesali , royal palaces of Rakhine: those were
situated throughout Bay of Bengal’s coastal regions at the west side of
Myanmar, and the royal palaces sites of Pyu kingdoms that were built
along the Ayeyarwaddy river like Beikthano, Ha Lin, and those
Myanmar kingdoms and royal palace sites from central Myanmar like
Bagan, Pinya, Myinsaing etc. were constructed (Luce 1969, 314).
Even the traditional town planning of palace sites in Pyu periods was
followed and practiced till to Bagan period which was based on square
type can be traced back. Not only the structure and lay out plans of
each palace sites of kingdoms in Myanmar was quite similar but also
the choice of location changes in accordance to the astrology
occasionally done. Though the planning of the palace ground and the
allocation of royal buildings and royal staff was done hierarchically
and the similarity of ancient cities and other significances varied from
one dynasty to another. In the light of those excavation works of
ongoing projects, there have been many untold stories and unidentified
objects which have many facets of historical values and perceptions of

peoples from those days.
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Other Cultural Evidences Found in Myanmar Ancient Cities

Whence, tracing a country’s history, the other side of the coin is its
culture; the customs, behavior and the products of people are to be
taken into account. The ongoing projects concern with archaeology
contains; deciphering, translating and dating the discovered the
inscriptions, compiling an entomology of Myanmar words or glossary
which were found in early Myanmar records, recording and publishing
of masonry works such as stucco carvings decoration, stairway forms,
iconography, stone works like the images of Buddha, Boddhisavatta,
Brahma, Deva, man and mythical being (Luce 1960, 314) as well as
beads, bowls, lamps, etc. metal works like bell, chandelier, cooking
utensil, finial or Hti, musical instrument, receptacle of betel as well as
relic casket, different designs of weight, all gold works like ornament,
miniature stupa, portrait statue of ancestor, etc. iron works like
weapon, instrument for domestic and agricultural use, architectural use
of bar, bolt, hinge, nail and socket, etc. wall paintings of different
events, all types of buildings made of wood, multiple roof forming,
wood decoration use for different purposes (Harvey 1925, 2).

Moreover, for the social life, through the evidences being
excavated, modes of dancing, coiffure and costumes, things of
commoners’ everyday use, coins of successive periods, pictures of
depicting lifestyles of different events, requisites of monks,
paraphernalia of kings, which were added with history of kings and the
centers of political powers have been revealed and focused for their
historical values in many ways. These were mentioned and reflected in
most works of Than Tun especially in his Felicitation to Lu Htu Daw
Amar’s 80" Birthday (ThanTun 1996, 261-262).

Those people made intangible and tangible barriers can be assumed
that they were entwined with the beliefs and religion, practice and

traditions of successive periods. The most ancient civilization of
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Figure 4. Iron Plate with iron nails from
Srikhetsra.

Myanmar dated to Pyu Period is the one to be referred for its cultural
and historical values. Moreover, it is the historic period in which most
of the protection objects have been found out along with their strange
superstition. The belief of iron could prevent and protect from enemies
and evils, and those big iron nails and rivets were studded into all
around the city walls and the tradition of putting those iron rivets and
iron nails into the burial urns became one of the characteristics of Pyu
culture too. There were big seven iron nails excavated from bottom of
the outside of the city walls of Thayehkitaya (Sein Maung Oo 1993,
104-153). One of the excavated objects found near Baw Baw Gyi
pagoda in 1923, is the iron plate studded with various sizes of iron
nails from 7 inches to 11 and a half inches long. The longest and the
biggest iron nail had been placed at the centre of the iron plate.
Another significance is that though the location of other Pyu capital
city states like Ha Lin and Beithano were separately existed, they
possessed identical structure of entrance to the city gates which proven
that there was relationship in architectural styles and design. The walls
of Thayehkitaya were so massive and with strong structure. And in
some wall sides, there were double and triple walling which showed
their awareness of military strategy and defensive preparations. The
relics and those remaining from Pyu Period enshrined the strong

evidences of old ancient cities and its glories and falls. Their triumphs
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Figure 5. Iron Plate with iron nails
found from Srikhetsra

were also mixture with myths, beliefs and doubtless with those
predictions of astrologers. According to the fine works of masonry
from Thayehkitaya, it can be regarded as highly civilized state and in
which highest arts and crafts were found. Generally, the four types of
mason works can be classified as follows;

(1) Buddhism statues

(i1) Statues of Hinduism

(iii) Stone works for furniture

(iv) Statues of imagination

It is also stated by the findings and excavation works that the
masonry works of Thayehkitaya was indebted to the religion like in
India and generally, it can be noted that the works of Pyu were
skillfully done on the stone slabs by embossed. For the purpose of
defensive and beliefs, also Hinduism statues were revealed and

excavated in these Pyu sites.

Conclusion

The excavated cultural evidences from those historic landscapes

and the remaining immovable heritage which seek for preservation,

commend to make some more related research to be carried out. Even
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they also highlight the continuation of full attention with high heritage
management skills. The mentioned perceptions and practices dated
back to very early civilization in Myanmar, the enduring concepts with
related to beliefs and those milestones they made their existence recall
the diversity of tales, myths and superstitions capture the culture and
tradition of people on this land. In fact the tangible heritages with
intangible cultural values are the respect of the past and remain as the

natural museums and open museums.

Key Words : Defensive Barriers, Myanmar, Ancient City, Auspicious
Ground, Spiritual Culture
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