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oFo] A& AR WA HoIFT ek 2l 1419] FAlo] A%
H Z-g(Wang Na: front palace) 4% Fr}o| A Buddhaisawan) £33
of 2 Hohs o] B4 & yEh = ti 2 o= H7RdtH(Van
Beek £] 1999, 186). =7-2] A o] Q= Shepdat skrAlefete] 5o
&= o] Aj7of ARk Hslr} Holgleh FAEARAR] Skxeb 2.0
S Hof 2= 27|/l of Al7]of] 1A Ao 11 o] of = 2}
9] R4 AX|HA] -84 AT Chareonla 1983, 203-205).

oREtORS] ol Foll 7|25 & AT 1 SIS 2 A
< 2hk 34| mjo]th(Van Beek 2] 1999, 186). o] Al7|oll= 7I& AH=
of thgt thef & 7l Ha=ef ARl A150] o] FofHt. o] Al7] Hala-2- 1
0| sk, Shest 9l E4e] A9 9] Skpehud, SEEEL, shol
2k, StokE Foll Jof ek a7} A of| o] = A o FZste] o
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dt} o] Al7|ole E3] 2F%8(Khru Thongyu)@} =5F#|(Khru
Khongpe)2h 2531 BHAFS0] Bk ahel Al7]24] ol5o] At
gironiate] B ek g2 Busle] lEL £ SRt SE
(Leksukhum 2000, 61-66).
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<Abstract>

An Understanding of the Mural Paintings
in Thai Temples

Jangsuh NOH
Visiting Scholar, The University of Washington, U.S.A.
jangnoh@gmail.com

This research tries to review the history and concepts of Thai
temple mural painting. According to the research results, the history
of Thai mural painting dates back to the late 14th century when Wat
Chedi Chet Taeo in Si Satchanalai was built. The Sinhalese elements
embedded in the Sukhothai murals are also found in the Ayuthayan
stupa murals made in the early 15th century. The mid 18th century's
Burmese invasion into Ayuthaya destroyed most of Buddhist temples
in the Kingdom of Ayuthaya and as a result, Buddhist murals of the
late Ayuthayan age are hardly found except for some temple murals
located outside of the capital. The late Ayuthayan murals are much
different from the early Ayuthayan murals in that they are narrative
in depicting Jataka and the life of Lord Buddha. This classical mural
painting culminated in the age of Rama III of Bangkok Dynasty. His
successor Rama IV undertook westernized reforms which influenced
the area of traditional mural painting. Consequently, new western
style Buddhist mural paintings were produced while themes of mural
painting were enlarged to the other subjects such as historical
recording of royal and social events. This trend continued in the age
of Rama V but the development of Thai Buddhist mural painting
discontinued after the death of Rama V due to the rapid
westernization and decrease of illiteracy. The existing Buddhist
murals produced on or before the reign of Rama V are deteriorating
and disappearing. The reasons for this are partly because of

Thailand's humid climate. However, some social backgrounds such as
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the lack of concern for preserving old Buddhist murals can not be
disregarded. Considering the substantial value of Thai Buddhist
murals as a cultural resource in Thai society, it is very urgent to

establish appropriate conservation policy for them.

Key Words : Buddhist Paintings, Murals, Jataka, Thai Arts, Sukhothai,
Ayuthaya, Bangkok
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